~T°S a hot Sunday after-
noon in Hibberdene, a
coastal village 100 km
~_ south of Durban. The dirt
roads are deserted as people en-
joy their Sunday lunch indoors
— deserted, that is, apart from a
group of teenage boys waiting
with barely concealed impa-
tience in the shade of a marula
tree outside the local basketball
courts.

Dressed in freshly ironed
green-and-white basketball kit
the teens are desperate to hit the
courts at the newly built Thanda
Library. Their faces break into
wide grins when a white van
pulls up and a striking young
woman gets out.

Their eyes focus on one thing
only: the keys jingling in her

Tyler Howard, Angela Larkin and three of the centre’s teachers, Melusi Cele, Nosipho Sithole and Twin Doyisa.

hand. Their patience extends to
just a quick hello before Angela
Larkin (27) unlocks the gate
and they dart onto the courts.

“We don’t normally open the
school during weekends,” An-
gela says, “but the kids are so
excited about the playground
and the courts. There’s still a lot
of work to be done but were
getting there and soon we'll be
able to open the centre seven
days a week.”

Angela and her boyfriend,
Tyler Howard, opened the
Thanda Afterschool Centre in
2008. It’s situated near the local
school and provides a library,
playground and of course
basketball courts to 325 school-
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children in the area.

“Our main aim was to give
kids the opportunity to play
sports and do arts. We also pro-
vide the kids with one meal a
day, Monday to Friday.”

Angela hit headlines when she
was named Levi’s Go Forth
ambassador for the month of
September. Each month the re-
cently launched campaign
showecases the work of pioneer-
ing individuals from across the
globe who tackle the world’s
greatest challenges. In August
Hollywood star Matt Damon’s
charity, water.org, was chosen.

“This is such an honour,” An-
gela says. “We've been doing
this for more than five years

without much recognition and
it’s been hard.

“Financially it’s a struggle
every month burt it’s better now
than in the beginning when we
had a lot of logistical problems.
The media coverage from Levi’s
alone has already brought in
more donations and it’s making
a huge difference.”

Angela was also in the news
after she was interviewed by
shock-jock Gareth Cliff on his
5EM breakfast show and he
made the comment that result-
ed in him being reported to the
Broadcasting Complaints Com-
mission.

When Cliff heard she'd start-
ed Thanda at age 22 he remarked







